
reminding Solomon that all 

he had was God’s blessing 

(1 Kings 10).  Shortly 

thereafter, when Solomon 

began to blatantly turn 

from the Lord no one 

spoke up, and Solomon’s 

kingdom split. 

Solomon needed a Nathan. 

It is easy to be the one 

pointing out where others 

need to make changes, but 

much more difficult to 

receive correction.  Who is 

your Nathan?  Who is that 

person or who are those 

people who are given   

permission to candidly 

speak into your life?     

Perhaps they are sitting 

with you every other week 

in your Community Group.  

Are you willing and ready 

to listen? 

All of us need correction 

now and then.  No matter 

our age or spiritual maturity 

the danger to begin to veer 

off the path is ever present.  

As members of the body of 

Jesus Christ we have a  

responsibility to lovingly 

support one another in our 

journey.  Without that  

accountability, we flirt with 

disaster. 

Consider as a case study 

King David and his son 

Solomon.   

It is baffling how the great 

King David could commit    

adultery with Bathsheba 

and murder her husband 

Uriah without a pang of 

guilt, but it happened.  He 

was the King, and he felt 

entitled.  When God sent 

the prophet Nathan to 

correct King David, he 

listened and repented (2 

Sam. 11-12). 

Without Nathan, there 

would be no Psalm 51.  

Without Nathan David 

would not be remembered 

as a “man after God’s own 

heart” (Acts 13.22). 

When David’s son,       

Solomon, became King he 

began well, but eventually 

stopped governing by 

God’s principles.  Scripture 

only mentions the visiting 

Queen of Sheba as a voice 

Who is your Nathan? 

Leaders Corner 

Click the picture 

below for an article 

from Christianity 

Today explaining the 

difference between 

friendliness and 

fellowship.  It’s a 

good read! 

Mount Hope Christian Center 

Community Connections 

It’s not too early 

to start thinking 

about next year! 

If you feel god may 

be leading you to 

host or lead a   

community group, 

please begin     

praying about the 

possibility. 

September will be 

here before you 

know it! 
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Keeping our Expectations High 

Do you treat a rental car 

the same way you treat a 

car you own?  If we are 

honest, I think we could 

agree that we drive a car 

ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

or the loaner vehicle from  

the shop with a different 

mindset than when we 

drive our own property.  It 

is much less devastating if a 

shopping cart rolls into our 

car if we are just borrowing 

it for a time. 

Not only does ownership 

affect the way we treat our 

cars, homes, and lawns, but 

a sense of ownership or 

lack there of will affect the 

way we approach our  

Community Groups. 

Each group is not owned by 

the leader, nor the host.  

Rather, each individual in a 

group is a part of an 

ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Only when we realize our 

personal and unique role in 

caring for and maintaining 

the group we attend, will 

our groups function     

properly.  Each owner must 

come ready to care for 

others, to be ready to 

share, be vulnerable, and to 

have thought about that 

ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

meeting. 

Are you an owner in your 

group or just renting 

space? 

Owners will take the group 

time seriously.  Renters will 

sit in a chair and eat a lot of 

chips and dip. 

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ 

the church in Ephesus, 

άŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ōƻŘȅΣ 

joined and held together by 

every supporting ligament, 

grows and builds itself up in 

love, as each part does its 

work (Eph. 4.16).   

http://read.ly/1Kgs10.1.NIV
http://read.ly/2Sam11.1.NIV
http://read.ly/2Sam11.1.NIV
http://read.ly/Ps51.1.NIV
http://read.ly/Acts13.22.NIV
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2010/februaryweb-only/17.41.0.html?start=1


similar interests or laugh at the 

same jokes, we are linked in 

our commitment to Jesus 

Christ.  As a result, we      

worship together, pray for one 

another, serve each other, and 

carry each otherôs burdens.  

Only when our casual church 

relationships reach this level, 

can we say that we have           

fellowship with one another. 

 

When you look at a church 

you find people from all walks 

and stages of life; people who 

are introverts, extroverts,   

artists, athletes, writers,      

musicians, parents, and      

business people.  From the 

outside it is difficult to       

understand what binds these 

people together, but for those 

who are experiencing real  

fellowship the answer is clear. 

 

We are a family -- brothers 

and sisters in Christ -- and our 

fellowship is far more than 

chit-chat over coffee. 

Unfortunately, the church at 

large has defined ñfellowshipò 

poorly.  We have reduced 

what is to be a spiritual, life-

changing experience to coffee 

and doughnuts.  In our build-

ings we have fellowship halls 

and fellowship times, but they  

resemble an office break 

room, more than the Biblical 

picture of fellowship. 

 

Small talk over snacks does 

not equal fellowship. 

 

Individual fellowship with 

God is a prerequisite to  

corporate fellowship within 

the church.  Whereas          

relationships in other areas of 

life are developed around 

similarities within personality 

and life experience, fellowship 

within the church requires 

individuals to connect on a 

more significant level (see the 

quote above from Jerry 

Bridges).  Fellowship says that 

even though we do not have 

Here are some important 

questions for every group 

member to consider:  

 

What is stopping you 

from either asking for 

prayer or praying in 

your group? 

 

Are you  coming to your 

group willing to share 

what is really happening 

in your life? 

 

Where could you be 

more vulnerable in your 

discussions with group 

members? 

 

Things like pride, self-

sufficiency, bitterness, 

and a feeling of elitism 

are all roadblocks to   

fellowship.  Where in 

your life are these     

feelings prohibiting your 

group from moving to a 

deeper level of fellow-

ship with one another? 

True Fellowship is Not Appetizers and Small Talk 

òThose first Christians of Acts 2 [Acts 2.42-47] were not devot-

ing themselves to social activities but to a relationship -- a          

relationship that consisted of  sharing together the very life of  God 

through the indwelling of  the Holy Spirit.  They understood that 

they had entered this relationship by faith in Jesus Christ, not by 

joining an organization.  And they realized that their fellowship 

with God logically brought them into fellowship with one another.ó 

Jerry Bridges, True Fellowship (Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1985) p. 16-17. 
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